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Twin Satellites Built by Rocket Lab for NASA's ESCAPADE Mission Complete
Successful Trans-Mars Injection Burns, Setting Course for the Red Planet

November 10, 2026

Twin spacecraft Blue and Gold successfully execute critical

burns, putting them on track for Mars arrival in 2027 ESCAPADE Trans-Mars Injection Bumns
LONG BEACH, Calif., Nov. 10, 2026 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE) -- Rocket Lab
Corporation (Nasdaq: RKLB), a global leader in launch services and space systems,
today announced that the two spacecraft it designed and built for NASA and the
University of California, Berkeley's Space Sciences Laboratory have completed their
trans-Mars injection (TMI) burns. The twin spacecraft, named Blue and Gold, will
study Mars' magnetosphere for the Escape and Plasma Acceleration and Dynamics
Explorers (ESCAPADE) mission.

Once at Mars, Blue and Gold will work in tandem to measure how the solar wind
strips ions from the planet's upper atmosphere. The data will help scientists
reconstruct Mars' atmospheric escape history, characterize its space weather
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environment, and inform planning for future human exploration. Injection Burns, Setting Course for the Red Planet.

Blue and Gold each performed a TMI burn during a powered Earth gravity assist.

The burns took place two days apart on Nov. 7 and Nov. 9, with each spacecraft swinging past Earth and firing a single,
continuous burn for approximately 10 minutes. The spacecraft executed the maneuvers autonomously, with Rocket Lab and UC
Berkeley operators overseeing both burns.

Rather than relying on a launch vehicle's upper stage to send them toward Mars, Blue and Gold performed their own departure
burns, a capability that required a powerful onboard propulsion system and precise trajectory planning. The TMI is one of the
mission's two largest propulsive maneuvers, alongside Mars orbit insertion, and it could not be split into smaller segments. Each
spacecraft had to sustain a precisely controlled engine firing.

Completing that burn successfully on both Blue and Gold marks one of the most demanding tests of the Explorer-class platform,
and a key milestone on the path to Mars orbit insertion. The burns were executed with much greater than 99% overall accuracy
with a final attitude error of less than 1 degree.

“A phenomenal amount of work goes into a successful trans-Mars injection burn, from considered spacecraft design and precision
trajectory planning to meticulous on-orbit operations. Performing these TMI maneuvers flawlessly is a testament to the relentless
execution of the Rocket Lab team and the ongoing close collaboration of our mission partners at UC Berkeley and NASA. Next
stop, Mars,” said Sir Peter Beck, Founder and CEO of Rocket Lab.

ESCAPADE launched on Nov. 13, 2025, from Cape Canaveral Space Force Station. Because Earth and Mars were not aligned for
a direct transfer, Blue and Gold first entered a loiter orbit around the Sun-Earth Lagrange point 2 (L2). The orbit was timed to bring
them back to Earth for the gravity assist that has now sent them toward Mars.

During the nearly yearlong loiter phase, Rocket Lab and UC Berkeley operators completed commissioning, and each vehicle
performed multiple trajectory correction maneuvers (TCMs) using its main engine. These burns kept the spacecraft on their path
through Earth's magnetotail, giving the science team an early opportunity to operate its instruments.

Additional interplanetary correction maneuvers (ICMs) during cruise will refine each spacecraft's path toward Mars. Blue and Gold
are scheduled to perform Mars orbit insertion, the mission's other major burn, in September 2027 and will begin transitioning to
their first science formation in 2028.

ESCAPADE is the latest in a growing line of deep-space missions supported by Rocket Lab, including NASA's CAPSTONE lunar
mission. It also extends the Company's Mars heritage, which includes Perseverance's robotic arm and Mastcam-Z opto-mechanics
and the solar power behind Ingenuity, InSight, and the Mars 2020 cruise stage.

The Company delivered both ESCAPADE spacecraft three and a half years after the contract award. That pace was made
possible by building critical hardware and software in-house, from solar arrays, propellant tanks, and reaction wheels to star
trackers, radios, avionics, and flight software, an approach that reduces cost and schedule risk for customers.
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About Rocket Lab

Rocket Lab is a leading space company that provides launch services, spacecraft, payloads and satellite components serving
commercial, government, and national security markets. Rocket Lab’s Electron rocket is the world’s most frequently launched
orbital small rocket; its HASTE rocket provides hypersonic test launch capability for the U.S. government and allied nations; and
its Neutron launch vehicle in development will unlock medium launch for constellation deployment, national security and
exploration missions. Rocket Lab’s spacecraft and satellite components have enabled more than 1,700 missions spanning
commercial, defense and national security missions including GPS, constellations, and exploration missions to the Moon, Mars,
and Venus. Rocket Lab is a publicly listed company on the Nasdaq stock exchange (RKLB). Learn more

at www.rocketlabcorp.com.

Forward-Looking Statements

This press release contains forward-looking statements within the meaning of the Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995.
We intend such forward-looking statements to be covered by the safe harbor provisions for forward-looking statements contained
in Section 27A of the Securities Act of 1933, as amended (the “Securities Act”) and Section 21E of the Securities Exchange Act of
1934, as amended (the “Exchange Act”). All statements contained in this press release other than statements of historical fact,
including, without limitation, statements regarding our launch and space systems operations, launch schedule and window, safe
and repeatable access to space, Neutron development, operational expansion and business strategy, and statements regarding
our satellite capabilities, manufacturing scale, and constellation support are forward-looking statements. The words “believe,”

“may,” “will,” “estimate,” “potential,” “continue,” “anticipate,” “intend,” “expect,” “strategy,” “future,” “could,” “would,” “project,” “plan,”

“target,” and similar expressions are intended to identify forward-looking statements, though not all forward-looking statements use
these words or expressions. These statements are neither promises nor guarantees, but involve known and unknown risks,
uncertainties and other important factors that may cause our actual results, performance or achievements to be materially different
from any future results, performance or achievements expressed or implied by the forward-looking statements, including but not
limited to the factors, risks and uncertainties included in our Annual Report on Form 10-K for the fiscal year ended December 31,
2025, as such factors may be updated from time to time in our other filings with the Securities and Exchange Commission (the
“SEC”), accessible on the SEC’s website at www.sec.gov and the Investor Relations section of our website

at https://investors.rocketlabcorp.com which could cause our actual results to differ materially from those indicated by the forward-
looking statements made in this press release. Any such forward-looking statements represent management’s estimates as of the
date of this press release. While we may elect to update such forward-looking statements at some point in the future,

we disclaim any obligation to do so, even if subsequent events cause our views to change.

»

A photo accompanying this announcement is available at https://www.globenewswire.com/NewsRoom/AttachmentNg/45¢5d82c-
94d4-4583-9c99-17a7b5a1aaf1



https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=cq_kIfKoZY8JAvcFNGFQ-2CQLd08zb3loHpbZusKsDxkvJ3pMihLjOuGSiBchYpu0MiRogszBUMeK4hA7RF0DJh1OF8FoJiEsCfXn90yXx0=
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=Niwg0rYCrusmD0xzzoMPI33sbwDRMGUhcw0c6EXJPOW-lUbwZapdTfhwtxyD4Fk7nD2VlUYh9AMqumOPN-46QohpckU7TZ3M7oLnPsbWQXw=
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=ngs0XFhNnXcf1HRkgZN_eKDJcjW_yTqtR8UCcr1C2vVWHsr88wLIMTJIthhwxFM_mwIhhClsDnsW7seLeis_2MGCk9aNEzmvLMrAIbTBIISv9s0HTEO4kH40DutCS8iP4E4wrGOk96ADxYaxPKP0mH6FsEPSDQ4MPjwhOp4exA-kooq2NIAdbOZeP1rmuILGX7UptNrvMT052DGQ5tHb7pBaj9Bcr_nAkSdfQSi4RBUNzkTTETJKAE0yUdmZTpa_vJRVdW5yl5Irnh8zN5h6Fw==
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=4NeuAaFwOvwscQRtCHG8n98VKzxrGZaEybeXUCXTPsJ9mvv-SN93YIo6iN0rjWLCeURHrYM8obVIXVEPnfkXt5jYAPZKn_5ezecjlnAoMa_e1ped5R_Nvk-vCT1a0Vl5Ds2EIc0XHasOi04Sxi80TQ==
https://www.globenewswire.com/Tracker?data=4NeuAaFwOvwscQRtCHG8n5I-QUi8jmgYng147NmVZ42Lch_rUqcssepJ6NhEzXcL1gdFNcRiVzsehL09UztQ427RkLibtsAt2dzhKG2aYP3c7IWdxv27pyXBejKS7kEHPAkt4lOEax0sR35YezhRP3h-kgs0Z_P2f574FmHTBNlBmu9uzUruFq2X-_nzcKVSrlO7Rn81CpynQeTCvrg9RhiBqwFgk2G8GgsjsxaQzJS2Vsfi9qEONZWoxyI1HsVH9hGj9Tgv52LKrU8uuxbOrg==

